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1985 show field located where the National Memorial Arboretum is today
The Alrewas and District Agricultural and Horticultural Society was formed in
1879 primarily as a flower, fruit and vegetable show where villagers were able
to compete with locally grown produce.
Some years later it changed to become Alrewas and District Agricultural
and Horticultural Society then
incorporating horses, cattle
and sheep.
It has been held every year
with the exception of the First
World War, the foot and mouth
outbreaks in 2001 and again in
2007 and 2012 due to flooding
of the Showground.
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Eddie ‘The Eagle’ Edwards at the
1990 show

Show jumping was once part of the show and attracted such names as
Harvey Smith
The aims of the Society are:
To promote improvement in the rearing of livestock, the invention and
improvement of agricultural and horticultural implements and the
encouragement of skill in agriculture and horticulture by the holding of an
annual show.
The annual Alrewas Show quickly became an important part of social life
and grew from the modest
beginnings of the first show
in 1879 to being recognised
in its centennial year as one
of the largest one day shows
in the country, often referred
to as the ‘Little Royal’ with
international
showjumping
names competing for big prize
money as a qualifier for the
London ‘Horse of the Year
Show’.
By comparison to today’s show
it was much bigger in 3

terms of horse events, it had a large
dog show and gave prizes of around
£6,000. It was a very important part
of the local farmer’s year as it was a
chance to buy feed for the following
year, see the latest equipment and
spend a relaxing day in each other’s
company. There was a definite
agricultural feel to the event.
However, the show nearly ended in
the 1980s when two years running
saw rain and very poor takings from
the gate, people simply did not
attend because of the weather and
the future of the show was in doubt.
Win a Mini Metro at the 1983 show

Following an open meeting where the
village was asked if they wished the show to continue, a resounding “yes” saw
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Carnival floats at the 1989 show
changes to the structure which lead to the success that is enjoyed on a year
by year basis to this date. It is still one of the largest shows in Staffordshire.
Throughout its history, the Show has enjoyed the active support of the
farming community, local farmers taking it in turns to provide a field for the
annual show, which has resulted in the show having taken place on several
sites around the village. To this end an appeal was made to try and raise funds
to buy what is now the show field.

1972 show press cutting
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More images from previous shows

In 1997 the Show ended its nomadic existence, acquiring its own Showground
on Daisy Lane with the generous support of the local farming and business
community and members of the Society.
The Show reflects the traditions of agriculture and horticulture stretching
over the past 133 years whilst ensuring a real family fun day out and involving
everyone in the local community of Alrewas and District
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1990 show press coverage
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